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Abstract of JP2003029138 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an autofocusing method which is capable of stably and 
efficiently detecting a focusing position under all conditions, and to provide a UV microscope. 
SOLUTION: This autofocusing method has an objective optical system (13) for observing a sample 
(12), driving means (20) for adjusting the relative distance between the sample (12) and the objective 
optical system (13) and imaging means (17) for converting the optical image from the sample (12) 
formed by the objective optical system (13) to a video signal and detects the focusing position by using 
the data obtained from the video signal described above, in which the relative distance between the 
sample (12) and the objective optical system (13) is regulated to a range, where the video signal is 
obtainable and a contrast value is determined, after the video signal is subjected to smoothing 
processing, then the position, where the contrast value is maximum, is determined as the focusing 
position. 
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